
HEY LONDONER

Do you like to make dreams come true?

Oh, which 
secret weapon?

Do 
you like 
the idea? Would 
you like to help? Most 
Londoners now find cycling too 
dangerous, complicated and stressful... 

So what did the Dutch people decide to do? 

Protest! Why? They wanted their space back to be 
able to use their secret weapon they stole from 
England at the end of the 19th century.

They knew the very special weapon could help them 
realise all their dreams at the same time!

Since then, the Dutch people and English 
bikes never left each other. 

While cycling in mass, 
the Dutch make their dreams come true. 

activity & 
health

light, space 
& air

freedom &
power

savings comfort & 
safety

 sensations & 
less travel time!

They improve 
their quality of life, 
through getting...

They improve their 
neighbourhoods 
by...

socializing 
with people 
on the street

making them 
safe through 
street human 

activity

buying locally 
and increasing 

businesses 
revenues

discovering 
and sharing 
local hidden 

gems

spontaneously 
joining social 

events

slowing down 
the urban 

pace for more 
serendipity

less 
polluted

They improve 
their cities by 
making them... 

less noisy less busy less 
dangerous

less 
irritating

more 
liveable

They make the 
planet great 
again with...

using more 
sustainable 

energy

using a low-tech 
vehicle made 
of recyclable 

materials

less oil 
dependence

less oil 
organisation 

funding

less 
weapons & 

wars

less Middle-East 
war victims & 

refugees

Imagine the positive impact 
if millions of Londoners

would cycle too!
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Would you like your 
quality of life and the 
one of people around 
you to improve?

Would you like 
friendlier and safer 
neighbourhoods 
to live in?

Would you like a 
more relaxed and 
greener city to enjoy? Would you like our 

environment and lives 
to be better protected?

The  ‘Safety bike’ aka ‘English roadster’
Invented in England in 1885 by JK Starley, 
engineer from Walthamstow, London. 
75% of the Dutch bikes came from the UK 
in 1895. This type of bike is now 
incorrectly called ‘Dutch 
bike’.

This is what the Dutch wanted in 1973 as well!
They experienced a lot of traffic, 

pollution, accidents, deaths, 
expensive oil...



Which law
to encourage caution and change 

attitude in regards with vulnerable 
road users such as pedestrians and 

cyclists?

CYCLISTS
MUST 

DISMOUNT

Start spotting the 
differences!

Upright? or hunched?

Cyclopoly
The cycling city satirical game

From law-makers to cyclists, through officers, engineers, urban 
designers, planners, councillors, members of the parliament and 
London assembly... 
we can all participate in making cycling in London 

safe, easy and nice for all, from kids to elders. 
Try our game demo to learn about the Dutch valuable 
experience of 40 years in perfecting their cycling 
urban design standards and planning 
policies, road user education and 
equipment, laws and 
regulations!

Vote! 

no bottocks exposure 
in low-rise pants 

‘move! I’m racing!’

‘I don’t care! I like to 
scare cyclists out!’

‘In London, we don’t like to copy, so we’ll do exactly 
the opposite of the successful Netherlands! 

comfortable and relaxed 
position (no back, neck 

or hand pain)

high saddle for 
maximum leverage 

effect and leg power

tall enough to see and be seen 
above cars

free neck to constantly look 
around including above 
shoulders

red cycle 
lanes

red beige green blue grey transparent...

Multi-colour lanes, paths and ways -
impermeable asphalt or cheap slippery paint

Mirror: the same busy high street, called too ‘narrow’ in the UK to provide safety to pedestrians and cyclists

Red lanes, paths and ways - 
permeable and cost-effective asphalt or tiles

red cycle 
paths

red cycle 
highways

free hands to 
indicate directions

July 2017, design by Saskia Huizinga, saskia@dutchcyclinginlondon.com

 project supported by 

In the Netherlands, in case of an accident 
with a weak road-user, strong road-users 
(drivers and bikers) need to prove they 

are not responsible otherwise they are 
automatically presumed liable for at 

least 50% of the damages, 100% 
if the weak road-user is 

under 14 years old (article 185 
of the Dutch Highway Code).

We have lots of ideas to support 
London and Londoners in going more Dutch 
in terms of cycling. Vote for the projects you would 
like to see happening here:   

‘use this map 
to stay alive’

she is always ready, even for 
last minute plans (no time-
consuming changing)

she looks like a kind and 
vulnerable human-being 
to be cautious with

she can look very chic 
and sexy, even on her 
bike! And she promotes 
easy cycling around her

she is dressed for her destination activity such as 
work, school, hobby, shop, evening out 

she occasionally uses 
an umbrella or a 

poncho

A B

‘you can turn right at red light’

‘you need to 
wait even if you 

‘sorry mate, 
good luck on 

finding an 
alternative’

‘we don’t care 
if you need to 

cycle 5 min 
longer’

‘stop saving 
the planet, you 

Barbarians!’

Direct?

Of the weakest?

As fluid as possible?

or with as many 
obstacles as 

possible?

Red carpet?

or of the strongest?

or painter’s palette?

Compulsory & regular?

None?

or a costume? 

or voluntary & sporadic?
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NO CYCLING

DIVERSION

Except cyclesExcept cycles

‘go use that 
street over 

there to keep 
safe out of 

traffic’

‘be cautious 
drivers, there are 

cyclists!’

1976
Progressive transition from centres to outskirts 
supported by governmental grants to Dutch Councils. 

green wave at 20km/h

red light every 100m incl. for cyclists

!
!!

!

soft bumpers = 
pedestrian crossings

hard bumpers 
incl. for cyclists

mix enormous 
buses/tiny bikes

highway-like 
markings

is this 
a joke?

continuous lanes

continuous sidewalks

no
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shared lanes

refined markings

bo
lla

rd
fe

nc
es

bus island

1987 2011 2010 2016 ???

QUIETWAY

‘we love to 
make your 

environment-
friendly journey 
difficult, yeah!’

Except cycles

Typical London 
cyclist ‘commuting,’ 
dressed as Darth 
Vader running the Tour 

de France in Lycra
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5-6 YEAR OLD

• Playing outside 
safely,
• Crossing the 
street safely.GOAL 35

Dutch primary school 7-8 YEAR OLD

• Safe bike 
requirements,
• Cycling together 
safely,
• Rights of way.

9-10 YEAR OLD

• Traffic signs 
and lights,
• Taking in 
account others’ 
behaviours.

11-12 YEAR OLD

• The school-   
home journey,
• Cycling 
under difficult, 
circumstances
• 6-km cycling 
exam!

For instance through the ‘bikeability’ and 
‘bike it plus’ programmes in London.

TH
E VULNERABLES The UK is one of the 5 

last countries in Europe 
that does not operate 
some form of strict 
presumed liability.
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UTCH CYCLIN

IN LONDON

DG

Safe  Easy  Nice 

w
ww.DutchCyclinginLondon.com

UTCH CYCLIN

IN LONDON

Safe  Easy  Nice 

w
ww.DutchCyclinginLondon.com

GD

CS1

CS1

DutchCyclinginLondon/participate
potholes & 
manholes  
everywhere

turn left’  
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Do you want to 
see more?

 
Visit us on DutchCyclinginLondon.com 

or on facebook and twitter @DuCycLon. 

We have over 30 more practical tips and tricks for you to discover and use!

Which position
for civic cycling? Being alert and 
communicating are essential in 
impredictable and busy urban 

contexts.

1

Which routes
for efficient walking and cycling? 

Human-powered modes of transport are 
the greenest and most sustainable!

2

Which priorities
to quickly create a critical mass of cycling 
residents? Seeing many people cycling is 

the best way to encourage others to 
cycle.  

3

Which education
to make sure everyone, including kids, know 

the code, learn how to move around and 
cycle in a safe and civilised way?

4

Which outfit
for urban cycling and to encourage people 
to cycle, whoever they are, wherever they 

go, whenever they want? 

5

6

Which journey 
to design for making walking and 

cycling more attractive than driving and 
using public transports?

7

Which surface
for a cycling infrastructure 

that is safe, recognisable and 
environment-friendly?

8

The 
Common  
Dutch 
Way

The 
Common 
London 
Way

https://dutchcyclinginlondon.com/participate/
https://dutchcyclinginlondon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DuCycLon/
https://twitter.com/DuCycLon
mailto:saskia@dutchcylinginlondon.com



